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Ex-ClAer faces mor

By BRIAN KATES -

Former CIA agent Edwin “Wil-

- son-faces up to 25 years in prison
when he is sentenced Nov. 4 for

conspiring to murder two federal

prosecutors,-a business'associate

and five ~witnesses  who iinked

him to..a scheme to “fransport

arms and explosives to Libya. -
- A Manhattan Federal -Court jury
deliberated four hours Thursday night
before convicting Wilson - of the
charges, and 14 ‘others, including
-obstruction of justice.and retaliating
2gainst six government witnesses. The
sury of 10 men and two women acquit-
ted Wilspn of tonspirmg with -his son,
Erik to murdertwo other federal pros-
ecutors from Washingion -who had ip-
vestigated his weapons dealings.
Erik Wison was not on.trial. A
"-- . AT THE CLOSE of the prosecution
case, a further charge against Edwin
Wilson ofcamp

- million had beenidisnﬁssediby
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wife because she had sued hini“for-$7
' Judge
"Edward Weinfeld for lack of evidence.

. Wilson already is serving 32 vears.in
prison for selling arms and explosives
to Libya, e~ £ e ey
i Key ~evidencé” against ‘Wilson “had

been :atape of ‘the defendant-ordering
4 : government informart -
-and a-handwritten *hit 1ist” -of-people

the-death “of 3
he wanted killed,
ecutor-said in -his
government's case. —

Defense attorney Michael Dowd had
argued that Wilson was the victim of a
plot by the. ClA
because he “knows

“the federal ~pros-

2 lot” about covert

CIA activities. Dowd dismissed-the gov- .

Ernment’s evidence as the creation of
“three desperate men”—the federal 1in-
mants' who had -testifie¢ against the

formerspy. ™ .. -

Wilson-was charged with hmng fel.

40w inmates to arrange the murders at’

£50.000 10 $500,000 per hit. Prosecutors
sa2id no-one was killed “because’ the

ingates:toid thg ?Bl;.gbmn the plot.

Summation *of the

to keep him Qquiet
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Former Intellig‘ence A__g;-':nt Convicted
of Attempted Murder

By ARNOLD H. LY/BASCH

Edwn P. Wilson, & former agent of
¢ Centrz] Intelligence Agency, was
convicied Thursday night of antempt-
g 10 BUrver TWo Prosecuntors and six
withesses.

Tbe jury's verdict came after three
bours o! deliberanons in Federal Dis-
ma Court in Manhattan. Mr. Wilson,
S8 vears old, could tace up 1o 25 years in
pnison for atternpied murder and addi-
uonal tme on lesser charpes, but be
was acguitied of a conspiracy charge
Carrving a sentence of life in prison.

Juage Edward Weinfeld set Nov. 4
for Ms. Wilson's sentencing. The intel-
Lgencr agem is already Serving prison
sentences of 32 vears tor shipping arms
w Libyva

Toe jury o! ninpe men and three
wome:- reached the verdict at 9:25
PM. aher & tull day of beanng
summauons and final instructions on
the J2awt governing the case.

Evideoce Calied ‘Overwhelming’

The prosecuton’s summation said
there was ‘‘overwhelming evidence"
that M. Wilson had esked othe; in-
Dales 1. prisonp 10 belp him carry out
plans 0 comrmit several murders. Eu.
gere Neal Kaplan, the clue! prosecu-
107, 10iC the jrv Mr. Wilson became *'a
ocesperzie mar’’ aher being lured out
0’ Libyz anc arrested for iliega) arms
siprpents,

“"He decaded that his despair could

only be ended by killing people,” Mr.
Kaplan said, “*and he set out 10 do just
that.” : .

Mr. Kaplan stressed & taped conver-
sation in prison last summer between
Mr. Wilson and an inmate about an-
Otber inmate, Wayne Trimmer, who
bad become a key witness against Mr.
Wilson

**Get Trimmer dead before court,”
Mr. Wilsop said in the transcript of the
tape. 1n those few words, the prosecu-
wr 10ld the jury, **Wilson admits the
eqtire scheme.™ N

The taped copversation and otber
evidence, the proseantor said, corrobo-
rated the tesiimony of Mr. Tnmmer
and two other inmates about Mr. Wil.
son’s plans 10 kill witnesses 1o preven!
therm from testitving.

Defense lovoked Common Sense

A defense atorney, Michae) G.
Dowd, said in his summation. that the
three inmates had made up the accusa-
UoD in an effort 1o gaun their 0w free.
dom from prison.

Regarding tapes of some of the con-
versauons, Mr. Dowd argue¢ that
paris were inaudibie, other parts were
ambiguous and the rest wac mere}y
“jailhouse talk."’

““You can’t suspend reason znd com-
mon sense,” he told the jury. Ee said
Mr. Wilson would not recru;: mnep: in-
mates for a murder plot because the
former agent was a ‘‘cunmung  and

B

shrewd"' man who had “‘serveq unoer.
cover in perilous situations.’’

The indictinent of Mr. Wilson in-
cluded charpes of conspiracy, at.
tempted murder, retwaliation against
witnesses and obstruction of justice.

Whﬂehewasinprisanwnnng for .

inmate, Mr. Trimmer, 1 find & ‘‘ni; '
man” 10 commit the murders. the
Charges said, but the inmate informed
the Federal authorities.

Tben, the charpes continued, Mr. :
Wilson offered 10 pay $500,000 10 two ‘
other inmates 10 arTange the murder of
Mr. Trimmer for informing. The two
inmates, David R. Vogel and John Rar,.
dolph. also informed the authorities.

Part of one charge, which sccusec
Mr. Wilson of planging 10 kil his for-
mer wife, was dismissed by the judpe
before jury deliberations begar. be
cause Mrs. Wilson was pot a withess
whose death wouid obstruct justice.

Mr. Wiison did not testify in the trial,
which began on Oct. 4. The witnesses
included the three informers and an un-
agercover agent POSINg &s & -contrac:
killer who said he had been paid 89, 8x:
bv Mr. Wilson's 2-vear-oid son, Erik.
&S a GOWN payment for the murders.

Erik Wilson was 0 have RODE On tnal
for axiing his father 1n the murder cor,-
spiracy, but tne prosecutor said ne’
would reconsider the matier because |
the verdict Thursday indicated the juny
did rot mgarﬁthesonasalmowmg‘

! participan: in the scherme.

The jury di¢ not convict Edwir Wij.
son of Federyj conspiracy charges, ap-

. parently becatsg it did not beneve his

SOD was 2 conspirator and a
defendant cannot conspire alone under
the Federal law,
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Jury Begins Deliberation®
In Ex-Agent’s Trial -

Jury deliberations began yesterdqy
in the trial of Edwin P. Wilson, a fage
mer intelligence agent charged witlg
planning 0 murder two prisecutoss
and several witnesses. g

Federal  District Judge Fdwand,
Weinfeld in Manhattan gave his tinap
instructions to the jury after the prosge
cution and the defense had delivered:
their summations. The jury then deliD
erated into the evening. N

If convicted, Mr. Wilson could faces
life in prison. The 58-year-old formere
agent of the Central Inteiligencel
Agency is already serving a long prisoms
term for shipping arms to Libya. -

The prusecution’s summation yester-m
day contended that the jury had heard®
‘‘overwhelming evidence’’ that Mr, -~
Wilson had asked other inmates ({1,

3

t

a8

National news is on pages J
A14-21, BS and B16.

-
-y

prison to help him carry out plans we
commit several murders. -
A defense attorney, Michael Gra
Dowd, said in his summation that tHg*
Government had the burden of proving=
. the charges beyond a reasonable doubt o
He added, “Mr. Wilson, like anyorne-$
else, is presumed innocent.’ “-
The indictment charged Mr. Wilson® '
with conspiracy, attempted murdesom
retaliation against witnesses and ofr:
struction of justice. -m
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WASHINGTON POST

Former CIA Agent Convicted
of Murder Attempts

1= NEW YORK—Former CIA agent Edwin P.
:ﬂiilson was convicted yesterday of the attempted
:guxg-der ofdtwo federal prosecutors, a business as-
-soctate and five government witnesses linked
Al 10 the sale of explosives to Libya. who
:-~Wilson, already serving 32 years in prison for
‘The séle of weapons and explosives to Libya, was
Pequitted of the most serioun charge against him:
Fompiracy to murder two federal prosecutors who
»d investigated his weapons dealings.
:-2lg-all, the US. District Court jury convicted
%ﬂmn of 15 counts and acquitted him of three.
e faces up to 25 years in prison.

*-T% governmetit had charged that Wilson and
4§ml§9hwhpviﬂbﬂriedm!dy.con-
’-éd to kl_ﬂ the two prosecutors,
.;;.W;k(;:o«‘i.w-d;:pdwithhirimfellovim
-3 arrange murders at $50,000 to
-3500,000 each. Prosecutors said no one was siain
- be¢ause the inmates told the FBI about the plot.

-~ = -

Approved For Release 2008/09/15 : CIA-RDP04-00312R001001870001-6



Approved For Release 2008/09/15 : CIA-RDP04-00312R001001870001-6

-

-

\ALL STREET JOURNAL "DATE 2] OcT- &3 PAGE |

* . .8

Ex-CIA agent Edwin Wilson was con-
victed of the attempted murder of two fed:
eral prosecutors, a business associate and
five government witnesses who linked him
to the sale of explosives to Libya.

» * L]
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={Charge Dropped in Trial
Of Former C.I.A. Agent

By The Associated Press

A Federal district judge yesterday
dismissed charges that a former agent
of the Central Intelligency Agency,
Edwin P. Wilson, tried to arrange the
slaying of his former wife but let a
series of other charges stand.

Barbara Wilson failed to appear as a
Guvernment witness against her for-
mer husband Monday at the court in
Manhattan.

After the Government rested its case
this momning, Judge Edward Weinfeld
dismissed a charge that Mr. Wiison
tried to obstruct justice by trying to
have his former wife slain.

Mr. Wilson remains charged with a
conspiracy to murder two government
ptusecutors and a series of Federal wit-
nesses who had linked him to ship-
ments of explusives to Libya.

LN
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"~ COURTTOLD WILSON
WANTED WIFE DEAD

Third Informer Testifies About
‘Plots’ by Ex-C.I,A. Agent

By ARNOLD H.LUBASCH -
Edwin P. Wilson, a former agent of
the Central Intelligence Agency, was
described in trial testimony yesterday

property settlement.

] want her to go on a long, long
trip,” Mr. Wilson was quoted as telling
Mr. Randoiph in a Federal prison
where they were being held.

*Just Make Her Disappear’
to Mr. Rangolph, at first
Mr. Wilson ted that the killer
hired to murder his former wife should
*break her neck’” and *‘crash her car’”
to make it look like an accident, but
later said, **Just make her disappear.”

Afterward, Mr. Randolph said, Mr.
Wilson wanted the killer to take all of

, particularly a diamond

' ring, adding that *‘the diamond was &

good-luck piece — and be wanted it
back.”

Mr. Wilsan, 55 years old, shook his
head from time to time as be sat listen-
ing to the testirnony. He could face up
to life in prison if convicted of plotting

m X

Eugene Neal Kaplan, the chief prose-
cutor, presented that Mr.
Randolph

identified as information;

it (sToT- 8dma__ 6

tind Barbara Wilson. The documents
tncluded a description of her and ad-
dresses where she might be found.

The prosecutor played a taped con-
versation that Mr. Randolph said had
concerned Mr. Wilson's instructions
for a killer to murder his former wife, a
key witness, Wayne Trimmer, and
some other . *I'll tell him to do
Barbara first,” Mr. Randolph said, on
the transcript of the tape. Mr. Wilson
W “Yeah.”

“Try Trimmer above all,” Mr. Wil-
[ ] on the transcript. “That’s
100 percent of the problem. That’s even
before Barbara. If he thinks he can do

that Mr. Wilson had provided to help

him, do him.""

Mr. Randolph supported testirnony
given Thursday by David R. Vogel, an-
other informer. Both are convicted
bank robbers who met Mr. Wilson in

‘prison. Mr. Vogel testified that Mr.

Wilson had offered $500,000 for the
murder of Mr. Trimmer, who was also

a prisoner.

The defense has told the jury that the
th ee informers fabricated the accusa-
tion Mr. Wilson because they
wanted a deal to free them from |
prison terms. J Edward W
said the trial would resume Monday,
when the cross-examination of Mr.
Randolph continues.
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14 October 1983
_M

Former CIA agent Egwin Wilson ordered hic former wife's neck broken andg
the crime concealed as an auto accident because she was trying to get $7 million
Cf hic money, a prosecution witness testified fricay.

BUuT witness John Randolph, a convictied bank roober, said Wilson then had

£ECONG thoughts aboutl getting tax agents involved in the death of Barbarz Wilson
ant cirecied ''just make her disappear. Pull = Houdini act.''

ph, serving a 1é-year sentence &t the federal prison in Otisville,
re he met Wilson, testifiec in U.S. District Court in Manhattan.

wilson, aiready serving 32 years in prison for shipping arms and explosives
16 Libve, 1S stanging trizl on charges that he oroered the murders of 11 people
from his prison cell. - et g s

None ©f the intended victims was injureg.

The would-pe victims 1ncluded his wife, 2t well as & key informer agsinst
k:lson, some Cf the witnesses who testified against him at hic trizls 1n
t.eXxendriz, Ve., ant Houston, anc former businesc acsocistes who owetd him money.

Wilson zllegedly concocted the murder scheme while he was in prison in
mennziten. It was brought to the attention of the FBI anc an undercover agent
whS w2s zscigned to the case.

rRandolph salC Wilson in:tlally wanted hic former wife's neck broken and the

Crime made to look like 1t resulted from a car accigent to keep her from gaining
control of his 255ets. He later changed his minc.

"'l'm not go:ing to give her $7 million, "'

the witness quoted Wilson 2&
telling him 1in prison. ''l want her to go on & 1

ong, long trip.''
Renociph sait Wilson made hanc-written notes to an FBI undercover agent

pceing 2¢ @ hitman getailing Mrs. Wilson's ‘gescription and hablts and where <he
m1ght be locatec in either New Jersey or Virginia.

Wilson gave his approval to the killer to take all of Mrs. Wilson's Jewelry
ExCcept @ dlamont ring that Wilson wanted for himself becsuse ‘1t was &z qood
prece, '’ Rancolph gquoted the defendant as saying. )
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